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RAPS assembly stars. Last week we
celebrated being our best self...   

Y1: Shreya and Yunus
Y2: Yaqub and ziv
Y3: Hakim and marlin
Y4: Toni and Afreen
Y5: hana and ameera
Y6: Saarah and william

Well done everyone, you are all  stars! 
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Dear Richard Avenue Families, 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter, we hope that it finds you all
well. It may be hard to believe, but we have now finished our
fourth week of the autumn term and October is here, already. The
newest members of the Richard Avenue family are settling into
life at school so well. We are all excited to watch them flourish as
they grow within our school environment. New Seesaw accounts
have been set up for each class. You will have received a welcome
invitation to this class account. If you require any support logging
in, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. Home
learning is a great way to support your child’s in-school progress.
Any support you can give your child with reading at home can
make a big difference to children’s confidence and can also
provide a fun bonding experience. If you have any questions
about supporting your child at home, please contact their class
teacher, they will be happy to offer any support you may need. 

Looking ahead to the next few weeks, we continue the hectic
pace with a number of off site visits and visitors to our school. We
wish you all a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you all
next week.
With very best wishes,
 

Miss McKinney and all of the staff at Richard Avenue Primary
School

This week we have been
thinking about friendship;
how important friends
are and how wonderful it
is to be a good friend.

Weekly Update
RAPS daycare: Breakfast Club from 7.45-
8:45am & After School Club from 3:30pm-

5:15pm

Monday 5 Oct
RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y1 &
Y4
Handwashing workshops for Y1

Tuesday 6 Oct
RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y2
Swimming for 4W 
Live lesson for Y5 ~ Space Whales Mission
Ocean
 
Wednesday 7 Oct
RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 3
Swimming for 5H
Sports Leader training 

Thursday 8 Oct
RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y6

Friday 9 Oct
World Mental Health Day - come to school
wearing green or yellow (if possible) 
RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y5 - Y5
please wear green or yellow sports clothes
to join in with World Mental Health Day

Forest School for Y6
Swimming for 3B 
Swimming for 6O
Great Engineers Challenge for Y5
 

Future dates for your diary
Monday 12 October: Open day for new
families 
Thursday 15 October: Y5’s assembly for
parents
Friday 23 October: Flu vaccinations for Yrs
5&6 and School closes for half term
Wednesday 4 November: Parents evening
for all families 

 
 
 

A message from our Head Teacher

Assembly stars



Rainbow Guide - choice and wellbeing. This
booklet contains lots of information about SEND
support available locally for children and families.
The Rainbow Guide | Choice Wellbeing CIC
(choicewellbeingservice.org) There’s also lots of
really good support through The Carers Centre
Home - Sunderland Carers Centre who are
offering courses for parents of children who have
ASD as well as support in completing carer
assessments and general wellbeing support for
families. Children do not need to have a diagnosis
for parents and carers to access most of the
support. Parents can call to refer themselves or be
referred by a professional.

 

Coughs and colds. Please
continue to send your child into
school even if they have minor
coughs and sneezes. Children
pick up coughs and colds all of
the time, as we know you know. If
you are in any doubt, do call
school to talk to one of the team.
We want to work with you to do
everything we can to ensure
children attend school everyday.
With thanks as always for your
support. 

                               See page 11 
                           for more on this...
 
 
 

 

Starting school. Next week, Reception
families will be asked to complete a
short RAPS questionnaire about the
arrangements for this year’s new
starters. Your views will be collected and
shared with the staff team, with a full
analysis also circulated to parents. Many
thanks for sending this back into school.
We are really grateful for your help in
making sure the children get the very
best start at our school. 
 

 
 

 

5C and 5H’s class assembly on Thursday 15th
October. Please come into school by the main
entrance, after you drop off at the gates. The
assembly will begin shortly after 9am and last for
approx. 20 mins. Y5 families very welcome!
 

5C and 5H’s class assembly on Thursday 15th
October.
5C and 5H’s class assembly on Thursday 15th
October.

Primary school admissions. The online admissions
portal for primary schools opens on Monday and

will close on 15 January 2027. If your child's date of
birth falls between 01/09/2022 and 31/08/2023, you

will need to apply for a reception place for
September 2027. Allocations day is 16 April 2027.
The Admissions Handbook and full guidance on

how to apply can be found on Sunderland County
Councils’ website:

https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-
admissions-infant-junior-primary

 

Attention all Year 5 and 6 parents.

Letters have been sent out about

our residential visit to Derwent Hill

in June 2027. We still have places

available, so if you are thinking

about this, please sign up now so

that we can finalise our numbers. If

you have any questions please

could we urge you to get in

contact with Mr Warkman via

Seesaw or speak to a member of

the office team. The week is a

fantastic opportunity to

appreciate the beauty of the

outdoors in a fabulous setting and

take part in a week full of

adventurous activities. All food,

accommodation and activities are

included in the price. Thank you.

https://www.choicewellbeingservice.org/rainbowguidesunderland
https://www.choicewellbeingservice.org/rainbowguidesunderland
https://sunderlandcarers.co.uk/


We are celebrating World Mental Health Day on Friday 9th October. As a school, we value
the importance of children having a good understanding of mental health and wellbeing.

This year’s theme is: “Lived experiences heard: real
voices, real change.”

The theme focuses on the importance of listening to people’s experiences of mental health
and recognising that everyone’s experiences and feelings are valuable. It encourages us to
listen to others, understand different perspectives and make sure that people feel heard

and supported.
To mark the day, we are encouraging the children to come to school wearing green or

yellow if possible, to show their support. All children will also be given a green ribbon to
wear, so that everyone can be part of the day together.

During the afternoon, children will take part in a range of activities linked to the theme,
helping them to reflect on the importance of support and community. We continue to focus
on promoting good mental health through the 5 Winning Ways to Wellbeing throughout the

year as part of our everyday curriculum. The 5 Winning Ways to Wellbeing are:

We look forward to coming together as a school community to recognise the importance
of mental health and wellbeing.



On Friday 25  September 2026, our school hosted a Macmillan Coffee
Morning in support of Macmillan Cancer Support, a charity that provides
vital care and assistance to people living with cancer. The event took place
in the school hall, and was attended by pupils, parents, staff, and members

of our local community. 

th

Thanks to the generosity of everyone involved, the school raised almost
£600 for Macmillan Cancer Support. A special shout out to the family of

Amaya (4W) and Adam (1J), who contributed £130 from a sponsored
walk! Also a big thank to those who contributed cakes, and to our

wonderful kitchen staff who made cupcakes and cookies for each class. 

Every penny will go towards helping the charity provide essential services
for people affected by cancer.

AT RICHARD AVENUE

HUGE THANKS ALSO TO MR    WILLIAMS FOR ALL HE DID TO
MAKE    THE MORNING SUCH A SUCCESS

#WEAREVERYLUCKY 
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On Tuesday 29  September, some ofth

the children from the EYFS/KS1 ARP
visited Tynemouth Aquarium. They

all had a fantastic day looking at lots
of sea creatures, taking part in a

‘Rockpools’ workshop, watching the
seal show, playing on the park

and exploring the gift shop!
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  NURSERY MORN
  

98.0   3B
  

100.0

  NURSERY AFT
  

87.1   3M
  

98.8

RCW 88.0 4S 98.5

  RS
  

84.3 4W 94.6

1J 92.8 5C 92.8

  1W
  

95.0 5H 96.8

  2S
  

94.3 6G 92.9

  2W
  

96.1 6O 98.7

Congratulations to 3B who are this week’s top attenders with all of
the children in school every day 

Weekly whole school attendance is 94.6%.

OF THE WEEK
Attendance



It’s the bugs
season...
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