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Dear Richard Avenue Families, 
Welcome back to the new academic year and a special welcome to all our families
new to Richard Avenuel. We hope the summer break gave you the chance to rest,
enjoy time together and recharge. It has been wonderful to see children return
with such energy and make such a positive start in their new classes.

Our biggest priority continues to be focussed on supporting and encouraging the
children to be the best they can be with an exciting and well chosen curriculum to
ensure the very best outcomes for all. We look forward to a wonderful year working
in partnership with families and look with hope to the future. 

In other news, classrooms and outdoor spaces are super shiny and looking superb. I
would like to extend my thanks to our staff team for the fantastic work they have
undertaken to ensure that children have the best possible start to the new school
year. The care, thought and consideration that goes into planning learning
experiences which inspire and challenge our pupils is remarkable. It is through this
dedication that our children are able to flourish and thrive. 

A number of  projects have been completed during the summer including a
£217,000 City of Sunderland-funded new heating system which we make such a
difference throughout school. We have also replaced flooring in both reception
classrooms as well as an area of the nursery room; an all-weather canopy for our
nursery children is nearing completion and lighting has been upgraded across the
school not forgetting all carpets and windows have been cleaned - it’s been a busy
summer break! Speaking of being busy, our weekly Friday Flyer is a great way of
staying in touch so please do take the time to read it. 

Phew, a lot of information for the first week of our new school year; as always, if you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of our school
staff. Thank you for your support in making the start to term such a success.
Wishing you a restful weekend.
With very best wishes,

Miss McKinney and all of the staff at Richard Avenue Primary School
 

Diary dates:
RAPS day care: Breakfast Club

from 7.45-8:45am & After
School Club from 3:30pm-

5:15pm

Monday 7 Sept
RAPS PE kit to be worn to
school by Y1 & Y4

Tuesday 8 Sept
RAPS PE kit to be worn to
school by Y2
Swimming for 4W at
Silksworth 

Wednesday 9 Sept 
RAPS PE kit to be worn to
school by Yr 3
Swimming for 5H at
Silksworth 

Thursday 10 Sept
RAPS PE kit to be worn to
school by Y6

Friday 11 Sept
RAPS PE kit to be worn to
school by Y5
Swimming for 3B at
Silksworth 
Swimming for 6O at
Silksworth
 

A message from our Head Teacher

New members of the team. A huge Richard Avenue welcome to the
teaching profession to our Y4 teacher, Mr Spoors. We know that 4S
are in safe hands with Mr Spoors and look forward to the year ahead.
A second Richard Avenue welcome to Miss Louise Osborne (working
in nursery), Mrs Naeema Begum (working in 1J)  and Mrs Clare
Mechan (working in Y4) who have all joined our TA team this week.
Last but by no means least, we are thrilled to also confirm that our
wonderful Family Worker, Lucy Lavelle, joins the RAPS team fulltime
from this week in a new role as Safeguarding Lead and Family
Worker. We hope that they will each be very happy with us, and are
delighted to welcome our new team members to our wonderful
school.
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Join us for our

government funded

If you would like your

child to join us, they

must arrive between

8.25 and 8.40am,

coming into school

via the small

gate...children from

rec - Y6 welcome! 

Available everyday:

weetabix, cornflakes or

rice krispies and  toast

with butter or butter and

jam.

Daily hot options:

Monday: beans on toast

Tuesday: crumpets

Wednesday: omelette

with hash browns

Thursday: beans on toast

Friday: omelette with

hash browns
No booking
required!



Earrings. A gentle start of the
school year reminder that earrings
must not be worn in school. Thank
you for your support with this. 
 

 

After school clubs. Club letters will be sent home
next week for children to choose after school activity
clubs. Clubs begin again from Monday 21st
September.  Do look out for these letters. Thank you
as always for your support. 
 

PE and PE kit. A reminder that we ask the
children to wear PE kit to school on PE days.
This PE kit consists of:  plain white round
neck t-shirt, plain black or red shorts, plain
dark tracksuit bottoms for winter sports and
plain black gym or sports shoes - see page 5
of the flyer for more PE kit information. PE
days are as follows: Monday - Y1 & Y4,
Tuesday - Y2, Wednesday - Y3, Thursday - Y6
and Friday - Y5. Thank you as always for your
support. 
 

 

School meals. School lunches at Richard Avenue are both
tasty and nutritionally balanced. If you would like your
child to enjoy a hot meal at lunch time, please speak to
our School Office, giving 2 weeks notice for any change.
Could we also please take this opportunity to remind
parents and carers that our school adheres to a strict ‘nut
free policy’, and thank you for your support in keeping to
snacks and lunch boxes which are entirely nut free and
are healthy, in line with our ‘healthy school’ status.
 
 

What will your child be learning this term?
Curriculum information webs will be sent out on
Seesaw in the next few weeks, giving a summary of
learning and topics to be covered in Years 1-6
during the term. We hope you will find them useful. 
 

Please visit our school website where you will also
find them. Why not then ask your children some of
the key questions? 
 

 

Our school gates open at 8:45am and close at 9am.
Anyone arriving after 9am must come into school using
the Main Entrance, accompanied by an adult. At the
end of the day, gates open at 3.25pm for pick-up from
Reception, Yrs 1&2 @ 3.30pm and @ 3.35pm for Yrs 3-6. 

Could we also please ask that you stand back from the
doors at home time so that staff can see you easily
whilst they manage this busy time of the day. Thank
you for your help and support.
 

Attendance matters and at RAPS we expect at least 97%
attendance for each child. We work hard to maintain the
regular and punctual attendance of all of our children in
order to support them in being the very best they can be.
Let’s get this term off to an amazing start with 100%
attendance in all classes next week! 
 

Water bottles. Could we please ask that you provide a
named water bottle for your child and that it comes into
school everyday, re-filled with water and ready to use. We
know how much difference having access to water
makes, and we encourage children to take a drink several
times during the day. With many thanks as always for
your support. 

Important information for Y5&6 families.
Some parents of children in Years 5 and 6
would like their children to walk home alone.
Whereas we prefer all children to walk home
with an adult, we can allow some children in
Years 5 and 6 to walk home alone, if they
live within close proximity of the school. 

In order to do this, we must ask for our
‘Permission to Walk Home Alone’ form
signed by parents and carers which has
been to returned to school. Once accepted,
your child's name will be added to the list we
hold in school. Please ensure that, in the
meantime, all children are picked up by an
adult (not an older sibling of school age) at
the end of the school day.

Thank you for your support in keeping all of
our children safe and in reducing the
number of cars around school at pick-time. 



Governors have been working on this information poster for families which they hope is helpful.
Children in Y1 are welcome to continue with active uniform until the summer term in Y1 (and as

they prepare to move to Y2). As ever, if you have questions or concerns, please speak to the
school office who will be happy to help you. 

Helpful uniform guidance for families



Traffic 
Let’s start the new school year as we mean to go on when
thinking about traffic. Do not forget about the dangers of
parked cars on Richard Avenue, especially at drop-off time.

Please also ensure that as your children cross the road, they do
not put themselves in incredibly dangerous situations. We all
know how quickly cars travel up and down Richard Avenue. 

Please, please take care. 

We do not want the worst to happen, and, this week already, we
have been very near to an accident involving the children. 

We must work together to protect your precious children and
appreciate your support in doing all we can to keep them safe. 



End of day pick-up points... 

If you are at all unsure, 
please ask. We are more

than happy to help.



Safeguarding Update Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) 

You may have heard about keeping children safe in education. Often referred to as KCSiE, this is the essential safety
blueprint followed by all schools to make sure your child is protected, supported, and happy every single day. 

It aims to support schools with ensuring all aspects of school life are safeguarded: everything from secure school
gates and thorough staff background checks to identifying and supporting children who might be having difficulties
either inside or outside of school. Because the world our children navigate is always shifting, this guidance is updated
regularly to keep pace with new challenges, ensuring that school remains a trusted sanctuary where every adult is
trained to look out for your child's physical, digital, and emotional well-being. 

Key Updates in KCSiE 2026
1. Gender-questioning children and parental Involvement

Involving parents: Schools are expected to involve parents and carers in decisions regarding children who are
questioning their gender in the vast majority of cases. The exception is if doing so creates a documented
safeguarding risk to the child. 
Single-sex spaces: Clear rules reinforce that single-sex facilities (such as toilets, changing rooms, and showers)
and sports activities are maintained based on biological sex, with alternative individual provisions explored where
appropriate. 

2. Technology, AI, and online safety
AI & deepfakes: Updated guidance explicitly addresses generative AI risks, such as AI-created "deepfake" imagery
or non-consensual image generation. 
Intimate Images: The term "sexting" has been officially replaced with "self-generated intimate images" to better
capture both consensual and non-consensual digital risks. 
Mobile-free expectations: Stronger alignment with national guidance calling for schools to maintain phone-free
environments during the school day.
Financial exploitation: Added focus on digital financial scams and financially motivated sexual extortion
("sexploitation"). 

3. Early intervention and mental health
Mental health as safeguarding: Mental health concerns (such as severe anxiety, self-harm, eating disorders, or
suicidal ideation) are explicitly tied to safeguarding duties so schools offer earlier intervention. 
Family Help & Early Support: Stronger focus on connecting families with local community "Family Help" before
problems reach a crisis point. 
Verbal Abuse: Clarified that persistent verbal abuse, belittling, or targeted criticism forms part of emotional
abuse. 

4. Child-on-child abuse, misogyny, and violence
Tackling misogyny: Increased emphasis on addressing misogyny and harmful attitudes, recognizing how
unaddressed misogynistic behavior can escalate into sexual harassment or violence. 
Lowering Risk Thresholds: Staff are trained to intervene earlier if a child threatens or expresses intent to carry
or use a weapon. 

5. Staff and volunteer standards
Training for all: The shortened summary option for staff has been removed—all school staff (including non-
teaching personnel) must read and understand full safeguarding protocols. 
Volunteer vetting: Stricter background/DBS check requirements apply for volunteers in schools. 

As always, our goal is to maintain a strong, vigilant partnership with you to keep our school
community safe and our advice would always be if you have any concerns around safety, please
speak to one of the school safeguarding team:
Miss Higgins (EYFS lead and nursery teacher)
Mrs Waller (KS1 lead and Y2 teacher)
Mrs Robson (Assistant HT and SENDCo)
Miss Walker (Deputy Head Teacher) 
Mrs Lavelle (family worker and safeguarding lead)
Miss McKinney (Head Teacher) 



DEDICATED ALLERGY
SAFETY POLICY 

Schools are now legally required to implement a Dedicated Allergy
Safety Policy. 

Every school must have a standalone allergy policy that is published on
their website. It must go beyond general medical conditions to
specifically address allergy prevention, emergency procedures, and risk
management. 

Schools must also stock emergency spare adrenaline pens. These are for
emergency use by any pupil or adult experiencing anaphylaxis, including
those who may not have a prior diagnosis (which accounts for up to 30%
of severe school reactions). 

All staff must receive allergy and anaphylaxis training. This is not limited
to designated first-aiders of which Richard Avenue has a large number
of trained first aiders, but  includes the full staff team so that we can all
recognise symptoms and use an AAI correctly. 

Schools must appoint a named member of the team (often called the
Designated Allergy Lead - for our school this is Mrs Stephenson who is
also our Senior First Aid Officer) to oversee allergy safety. While not
strictly mandatory for all settings, appointing a named governor to assist
with oversight is highly recommended as good practice. 

Pupils with diagnosed allergies must have an up-to-date IHP. These
plans must detail their specific triggers, symptoms, medication
requirements, and any necessary day-to-day adjustments. 

As always, our goal is to maintain a strong, vigilant partnership with you
to keep our school community safe and well. If you have any concerns
around allergies or first aid, please speak to one of the team.





this year’s term dates 



Forest School Diary 

2026-27

Please be aware dates may be subject
to change which your child’s class

teacher will inform you about.
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