
 Friday 19th January 2024 Weekly Update 

RAPS daycare: Breakfast Club from 8-8:45am & 

After School Club from 3:30pm-5:15pm 

Monday 22 Jan 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 4  

Dance City for Y4 

Forest School for 3M 

Tuesday  23 Jan 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Reception & 

Yr 6 

Swimming for Y3 

Ukulele for Y4 

Forest School for 5W 

Wednesday 24 Jan 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 1 & 5  

Thursday 25 Jan 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y3 

Jungle Survival for 5W 

Swimming for Y4G 

Friday 26 Jan 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Y2 

Swimming for Y4S 

 

Future dates for your diary 

Wednesday 7th February from 9.10am 

Y2’s assembly for families 

Friday 16th February 

School closes for spring half term 

Thursday 21st March  

Y3’s assembly for families 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
Head Teacher comment  Dear Richard Avenue Families, The spring term is now in full swing. Despite 
some staff and pupil absence, all is running smoothly and learning time is being maximised. Typically, 
this is the term when we see most progress in the children’s learning. The 
primary curriculum is underpinned by reading. The more children read, the 
more successful they will be. Could you find the time to read with your chil-
dren at home? Finding this reading together time would make such a differ-
ence to your child’s progress and confidence in reading, no matter their age, 
and it would be a lovely, snuggly, winding down time too.  

Even though this time of year is difficult with the weather and darkness, we still all have a duty to 
ensure our children will reach their potential, being punctual helps us as we strive to do this. When 
children are on time for school they feel part of the beginning of the day and are ready and willing to 
learn. It is also less disruptive for your child, their teacher and other pupils in the class. Unfortunate-
ly, we have several children coming to school late. If you are having any problems with attendance or 
arriving on time, please talk to myself or one of the team and we will do all we can to support you. 
With many thanks as always for your support.  

Have a lovely weekend.  

With very best wishes, 

 

Miss McKinney and all of the staff at Richard Avenue Primary School 

Richard Avenue Primary School 
 Friday Flyer  

The opening of our new Early Years’ Outdoor Area. We had a wonderful time this morning as we 
welcomed the Mayor and her husband to officially open our wonderful new Early Years’ outdoor 
area. We were delighted the Mayor, Councillor Dorothy Trueman, could 
join us to celebrate alongside school governors and the Sunderland 
Echo, who will write about us in the weekend’s press. Although the 
weather was chilly, it did stay dry as Dorothy cut the red ribbon to offi-
cially declare the outdoor area open after saying a few words to the 
children and staff who had gathered outside. Dorothy said she was thrilled to have been invited to 
our school and spoke about the importance of high quality early education saying that at Richard 
Avenue, it was clearly one of the highest priorities. She was so impressed with our fabulous new 
outdoor area and commented on the huge financial investment we have made in our youngest chil-
dren to ensure they enjoy the very best experiences and are able to make a flying start in their edu-
cation at Richard Avenue. You can imagine it was a wonderful morning and an opportunity to cele-
brate the many strengths of our school. Our children were brilliant, and those who joined us com-
mented on their superb behaviour as they listened well and enjoyed the event from beginning to 
end. Once the ribbon had been cut, Dorothy enjoyed a tour of  our school led by our wonderful 
Head Pupils, before joining governors for a little tea party with extra special ‘outdoor area opening 
cupcakes’ made by our wonderful Catering Manager, Cathy. Yet another wonderful event thorough-
ly enjoyed by all who joined us #topteamatrichardavenueprimary 



Attendance of the week.  Congratulations to 

6H who are our weekly winners.  

Weekly whole school attendance is 84.26%  

Thank you to our families for your support with 
attendance, and a huge well done to 6H for being 
this week’s star class! We know we are asking you to 
keep the children at home if they are poorly; if chil-
dren are well, they should be in school everyday.  

 

Barnes Residents Association is holding a meeting at our school 
from 5.30 to 7pm on Thursday 25th January. This is an oppor-
tunity to meet fellow residents, local councillors to share, discuss 
and resolve issues affecting you in the Barnes area. All welcome!  

Notice from the NHS. It’s important to 
minimise the spread of infection in 
schools and other education and child-
care settings as much as possible. If 
your child has a fever, they should stay 
home from school or nursery until the 
fever has resolved. Helping children to 
learn about the importance of good 
hand hygiene is also key, so practice 
regular handwashing at home with 
soap and warm water. Catching coughs 
and sneezes in tissues then binning 
them is another simple way to help 
stop illness from spreading. 

Remember that flu vaccination is still 
available for all eligible groups and is 
the best protection against the virus. 
We have seen good uptake in older 
age groups but vaccination among 
young children remains low. Flu can be 
very unpleasant and in some cases can 
lead to more serious illness. Getting 
your child vaccinated protects them 
and others they come into contact 
with, and it’s still not too late. 

Eligible children include: those aged 2 
and 3 on 31 August 2023; all primary 
school-aged children and some sec-
ondary school-aged children. Use this 
link for more information getting your 
child vaccinated against flu which can 
also be found on the following web-
site:  www.nhs.uk  

Universal Free Meals. Universal 
free school meals are available for 
all pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y2. 
This means children in these year 
groups can receive a fully funded 
hot, nutritiously balanced meal 
each day.  The benefits are far 
reaching in terms of health, behav-
iour and the development of social 
skills. Please speak to the office 
team if this applies to you, and 
you’ve not yet taken up the offer. 

RAPS Assembly Stars. Last week’s 
first superstars of 2024, linked to 
making a good start were:   

Nursery: Alfie 

Reception: Rawrie & Aleisha  

Y1:  Ishaaq & Moahmmad  

Y2: Preston & Mera 

Y3: Amara & Haniya 

Y4:  Sophie & Masud 

Y5: Aminah & Nafiseea  

Y6: The whole of 6H & Riyadh in 6C 

Well done everyone, you are 
all RAPS stars! 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 
% 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 
% 

NURSERY 
MORN 

85.7 3D 85.0 

NURSERY 
AFT 

96.7 3M  78.7 

RH  68.0 4G  92.3 

RM  70.4 4S  91.3 

1G  87.7 5B  88.3 

1W  82.7 5W  82.4 

2CW  78.8 6C 90.0 

2W 87.7 6H  96.9 

Free School Meals. With the current 
climate and the ever increasing cost of 
living, it might be worth enquiring 
whether your child could qualify for 
free school meals. You can apply online 
for free school meals by visiting 
www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/
article/21204/Free-School-Meals 

Your child might be eligible if you ac-
cess: income support, income based 
jobseekers allowance or ESA, child tax 
credit (provided you are not also enti-
tled to working tax credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than 
£16190), universal credit, provided you 
have an annual net income not exceed-
ing £7,400 or support under part VI of 
the immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
If we can help at all, please contact our 
school office who will do all they can to 
support you.  

In this week’s assemblies. On the 
third Monday of January, it is Mar-
tin Luther King Day. It's a day to 
remember and honour this great 
Civil Rights leader. Martin Luther 
King is considered to be one of his-
tory’s greatest activists and his 
leadership helped end segregation. 
On 28th August in 1963, at the Lin-
coln Memorial, King gave his “I 
Have a Dream” speech. He spoke 
of a day when all men would be 
treated equally. King went on to 
win the  Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 
He was 35 years old and the 
youngest person to have received 
the honour. 
In school, 
we have dis-
cussed 
those who 
inspire us 
and shared 
our own as-
pirations for 
the future.     

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/







