
 Friday 10 March 2023 Weekly Update 

RAPS daycare:  Reading Breakfast Club from 8-

8:45am & Homework After School Club from 

3:30pm-5:15pm 

Monday 13 March 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 1 & 

Y3 

Adult leaning classes 

Tuesday  14 March 

Netball tournament after school at the 

Beacon of Light  for Y5/6  

Hockey tournament at Raich Carter for 

Y5/6 

Wednesday 15 March 

School closed due to NEU strike action 

Thursday 16 March 

School closed due to NEU strike action 

Friday 17 March 

Red Nose Day - wear clothes which make 

you happy :-) 

Swimming for Y3 

Football tournament at Beacon of Light for 

Y3/4  

Change for Life family learning from 

2.30-3.30pm 

 

Future dates for your diary 

Y6 FAMILIES PLEASE ACCEPT 

YOUR CHILD’S Y7 PLACE AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE. IF YOU EXPERIENCE 

ANY PROBLEMS, PLEASE LET US 

KNOW.  

UPCOMING DATES 
Head Teacher comment  Dear Richard Avenue Families, Another busy week has flown by and the chil-

dren have again enjoyed many wonderful opportunities including a celebration of books and reading. 

As we know you know, teaching our children to read is our highest priority. It is the doorway to so 

much in life and we are determined that our children will  learn to read as soon as possible. Reading 

and the promotion of reading for pleasure reminds our children of the joy books bring and of the 

power of reading. Reading for pleasure is something we promote every day in our school. Spending 

just fifteen minutes a day reading and sharing stories with children can make a crucial difference to 

their future success and it’s fun for all involved. World Book Day is a great reminder of how develop-

ing a life-long habit of reading for pleasure supports your child’s learning and future success. All of 

our children have weekly options to choose a book they find interesting and bring it home to read. 

Here are the DfE’s 10 top tips for you to try when supporting their reading home: encourage your child to 

read; read aloud regularly; encourage reading choice; read together; create a comfortable environment; make 

use of your local library; talk about books; bring reading to life - role play and drama; making reading active – 

fun activities such as treasure hunts or quizzes; engage your child in reading in a way that suits them – read in 

your first language, add a creative element and find the best time.  Most importantly, find the time to read 

together. As we’re experiencing a chilly few days, why not snuggle up with a favourite book over the 

weekend - adults, your greatest challenge here will be in remaining awake! Have a lovely weekend 

everyone. With very best wishes,  

Miss McKinney and all of the staff at Richard Avenue Primary School 

Richard Avenue Primary School 
 

Friday Flyer  

In this week’s assemblies… This week we have 

celebrated International Women’s Day, which was 

on the 8th March. In class, we talked about im-

portant women in history and discussed and ad-

dressed issues of inequality - both in the UK and 

around the world. We looked at the need for 

equality and for the opportunities for celebrating 

women's achievements. It has also been the Hindu 

festival of Holi this week. Holi 

marks the beginning of spring 

after a long winter, symbolic of 

the triumph of good over evil. 

On the day of Holi, entire 

streets and towns turn red, 

green and yellow as people throw coloured pow-

der into the air and splash them on others. Each 

colour carries a meaning. Red, for example, sym-

bolizes love and fertility while green stands for 

new beginnings. People also splash water on each 

other in celebration.  

Assembly stars. Last week’s stars 

linked to the books and reading 

were:   

Nursery: Joshua & Zainab 

Rec: Hillaria & Jaydeep 

Y1: Mera & Ameera  

Y2: Arthur & Hafeezah 

Y3:  Aiyaz & Akif 

Y4: Ava & Aryssa 

Y5: Musa & Iyas  

Y6: Ali & Arafaat 

Well done everyone, you are 

all RAPS stars!  



Attendance of the week.  Congratula-

tions to 5W who are our weekly winners.  

Weekly whole school attendance is 

92.8%  

 

  

 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 
% 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 
% 

NURSERY 
MORN 

 88.2 3B 92.1  

NURSERY 
AFT 

 87.4 3G  95.5 

RM  94.2 4G  96.6 

RW  91.7 4S  93.0 

1B  86.7 5M  91.2 

1S  94.3 5W  97.8 

2CW  96.7 6C  88.1 

2H  92.3 6H  92.1 

ChildNet Moving On Up! We are pleased 

to say that we have still have lots of time 

remaining with our Year 6 pupils in this 

academic year. However, the prepara-

tions for transitioning to secondary 

school begin to enter the thoughts of 

many children as they progress through 

the year. A lot of work goes into helping 

young people make a smooth transition 

from primary to secondary education. 

Part of this process is to support the chil-

dren in feeling as prepared as possible 

for a range of scenarios. ChildNet have 

produced a range of resources to ad-

dress some of the online aspects of mov-

ing to secondary school. 

There are a range of vide-

os for Year 6 children to 

watch, which address 

common concerns, in addition to a help-

ful safety guide for parents. All resources 

can be accessed via this link. 

Meet the teacher evening. It was lovely to see so many of you at Monday’s ‘Meet the Teacher’ afternoon and even-
ing, an important opportunity for parents and carers to speak to school staff. Thank you to everyone who attended. 
We very much value the support and positive input you make towards your child’s/children’s learning. If you didn’t  or 
couldn’t make an appointment, please let us know and we can organise an opportunity for you to speak to your 
child’s teacher.  

Our new Family Worker. My 

name is Lucy Lavelle and I am 

delighted to be 

joining Richard 

Avenue Primary 

School every 

Thursday as a 

Family Worker. I 

have enjoyed 13 years of work-

ing with children and their fami-

lies in Sunderland as a teacher, 

Nursery Manager and Early Help 

Worker, and I look forward to 

meeting and getting to know you 

all and working in partnership 

with you to help your children 

have the best possible experi-

ences in life. I work with children 

in creative and individual ways to 

allow them to share their wor-

ries and what is working well for 

them as well as supporting fami-

lies with all kinds of things in-

cluding managing behaviours, 

improving attendance, worries 

about money and accessing oth-

er services if needed. I will spend 

time on the yard and in class-

rooms so children can talk to me 

anytime. If you have any ques-

tions or there’s anything you 

would like help with, please just 

let me know. You can contact me 

on Thursdays through the school 

office. You will also see me at the 

gates on Thursdays, so please 

say hi, and if you would like to 

book a time for a longer chat, we 

can do that at a time that suits 

you.   

We look forward to working in 

partnership with Lucy and warm-

ly welcome her to the team :-)    

World Book Day at Richard Avenue. The chil-

dren have enjoyed a wonderful week taking 

part in reading-linked activities some of which 

tested their reading knowledge to the maxi-

mum - ask the children!  

We also celebrated our 

own special books as we 

shared book talk with 

friends.  Just as a remind-

er, the children have each 

receive a £1 book token 

which can be used to buy 

a £1 book, or to receive £1 off another book 

or audio book at participating stores.  More 

information about the books is available at 

www.worldbookday.com Many thanks to 

our wonderful Miss Green for organising such 

a fantastic book-themed week which we have thor-

oughly enjoyed #weareverylucky 

Red Nose Day. On Friday 
17th March, we will join 
thousands of schools up 
and down the country com-
ing together to raise money 
for Comic Relief’s Red Nose 
Day. This year’s theme is all about having 
fun and spreading joy. On the 17th, School 
Council ask that pupils come to school 
dressed in an outfit that makes them hap-
py. We ask for each child to bring a volun-
tary donation of £1. If you would like to 
donate more towards the fundraising 
please send your child to school with the 
amount you wish to donate. Children will 
also be participating in a range of activities 
across the school day. 
We are also selling red noses. The red nos-
es will cost £2.50 so if you are planning to 
give your child money to buy a red nose 
please try your best to give them the cor-
rect change. All money will then go towards 
what we raise on the day itself. 

This year’s new red nose has been exclu-
sively designed by Sir Jony Ive. The magical-
ly transforming red nose starts as a tiny, flat 
crescent and springs into a beautiful honey-
comb-paper sphere proving that the littlest 

of things can make a huge difference. 

We know there’s a lot going on right now 
and for many people things are really 
tough; if you can donate, every penny will 
add up to a life changing difference. 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/moving-on-up
https://www.childnet.com/resources/moving-on-up







