
 Friday 16 September 2022 Weekly Update 

RAPS daycare:  Reading Breakfast Club from 8-

8:45am & Homework After School Club from 

3:30pm-5:15pm 

Monday 19 Sept 

School is closed for the additional Bank 

Holiday to mark the state funeral of HM 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Tuesday  20 Sept 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 3 

Wednesday 21 Sept  

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yrs 

5 & 6 

Fire Station Theatre for Y2 

Thursday 22 Sept 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 4 

Friday 23 Sept 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by Yr 1 

Great Engineers Challenge for Y5 

Swimming for Y3 

Monday 25 Sept 

RAPS PE kit to be worn to school by 

Yr 2 

UPCOMING DATES 

Head Teacher comment  Dear Richard Avenue Families, It has been a week of mixed emotions as we are cer-
tain it has been for everyone at home. Lots of us have watched historic events unfold as we observe a period of 
national mourning and of huge historic significance.  In school, we have talked about the loss 
of HM Queen Elizabeth II and what this means, and our oldest children lowered our own 
Union flag to half mast, spending a few minutes in quiet reflection. We have talked about 
service and dedication. Perhaps Paddington best summed up all of our feelings when he said 
“Happy Jubilee ma’am…and thank you for everything!”  

In other news, we have settled into the new school year and have celebrated our first RAPS Star awards in this 
morning’s assemblies. There’s been a wonderful buzz in classrooms. We have also learned that our school has 
been successful in gaining two fabulous awards: Artsmark Silver and the Primary Geography Quality Mark 
bronze award. Both are the result of an incredible amount of hard work by the staff team, in particular Miss 
Howard and Mrs Cameron on the Arts Mark and in Geography, Miss Higgins. We cannot thank these members 
of the team enough for the many, many hours they have each spent in writing and evidencing our applications. 
We are truly delighted with our new awards which commend the high quality of Art and Geography teaching and 
learning in our school, and celebrate our commitment to a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum which we 
know families also hugely appreciate at Richard Avenue. On that note, whatever you choose to do on Monday,  
take good care and we’ll see everyone back in school on Tuesday morning.  

With very best wishes,  

Miss McKinney and all of the staff at Richard Avenue Primary School 

Richard Avenue Primary School 
 Friday Flyer  

RAPS assemblies. This week in collective worship we have been learning 
out about democracy as yesterday was International Democracy Day. We 
discussed the appointment of the new Prime Minister and how our coun-
try uses democracy so that we all have a say. At Richard Avenue we be-
lieve democracy is a fundamental right, and we want our pupils to have a 
voice and encourage them in many ways including by selecting prefects, ambassadors, councillors 
and our head pupils.  

Manners one of our RAPS values and it has also been a focus this week. We have reminded everyone 
how important good manners are and as a school community, we have been on the lookout for super-
star pupils with exceptional manners.   

Becky Adlington, Olympian medal winner, will be 
at Farringdon Community Academy, SR3 3EL, on 
Sunday 18th September from 9.00am - 12.00pm. 
Families are invited to attend the 
family fun day hosted by Total 
Swim. Children will be able to ask 
questions, take photographs and 
enjoy activities both pool side and in 
the sports hall. 

Parking. Please do not park 
your car over the footpath. 
We’ve had a near miss this 
week where a child was hit by a 
car door as she walked into 
school. I am sure, if we all work 
together, we can make a differ-
ence to what we know is a real-
ly difficult parking situation. 
Thank you. 

At the start of the day.  A gentle re-
minder that both school gates on Rich-
ard Avenue will be locked at 9am after 
which staff on duty will come back into 
school. If you see staff dashing back in, 
please don’t think they are ignoring you. 
They have assemblies to lead at 9am or 
lessons are beginning, and so they need 
to be back in school for these. As a final 
reminder, if you do arrive after 9am, 
please come into school through the 
main entrance.  





Attendance of the week.  Congratulations 

to 3B who are our weekly top attenders. We’ve 
had a great start to the school year with attend-
ance. Let’s keep this going. Thank you team 
RAPS families!  

Weekly whole school attendance is 96.2%  

Meeting for families of children new 
into Reception class. This is a 
tremendously important time in the life 
of both you and your child.  We 
appreciate that you have been, and will 
continue to be given lots and lots of 
information from school. With this in 
mind, and to help you absorb all of this 
information, we are piloting new 
induction arrangements for parents and 
carers in September which will also be 
supplemented at key times throughout 
the year.  You are invited to join the 
reception team for a series of termly 
sessions where they will describe the 
Early Years Curriculum in more detail, 
giving you an opportunity to find out 
more about how they deliver the key 
learning goals, resources they use, how 
parents might support at home, and of 
course enjoy a cuppa and chat. The 
autumn term meeting will take place 
on Tuesday 4th

 October from 2.15-

3.30pm, with an opportunity to visit the 
reception classroom and work with 
your child from 2.15-2.45pm followed 
by a coffee and time with the staff 
team from 2.45-3.30pm.  Please sign in 
at the front door, and the office team 
will look after you. We look forward 
to seeing you then. 

What will your child be learning 
this term? Please visit our wonder-
ful school website using the link 
below to find out exactly what your 
child will be learning this term, it’s 
all very exciting!  
The Curriculum | Richard 
Avenue Primary School 
Why not then ask them about it?  

Have you logged  into your child’s Seesaw account this week, using the new 
year group details? Staff have shared a number of  settling in updates. If you 
need a new invite, please contact the class teacher.  

Swimming @ Silksworth Pool begin 
this afternoon for children in Year 3. 
Swimming takes place each Friday for 
which the children will need a swim-
ming costume or trunks, goggles/
swimming cap if you (they) prefer, tow-
el and a back pack of please. 

Clubs update. Letters informing parents of their child’s allocated after school 
clubs should have arrived home with details of days and staff running clubs. All 
clubs will begin next week, from Tuesday 20th September 2022 . Please com-
plete code of conduct forms and return to Miss Ellis before clubs begin. Parents 
should collect their children from the school yard when our clubs end at 
4.30pm. Thank you. 

Universal Free Meals. The universal free 
school meals initiative continues this year. 
All pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y2 will re-
ceive a fully funded hot, nutritiously bal-
anced meal each day, and we are again aim-
ing for 100% take up, with all children en-
joying and taking part in our family service.  
The benefits are far reaching in terms of 
health, behaviour and the development of 
social skills. Please speak to the office team 
if this applies to you, and you’ve not yet tak-
en up the offer. 

A report about our water work-
shop by Isla in 6C. On Friday we 
welcomed an amazing water ex-
pert into school who taught us 
how to save water. We learned so 
many new facts and didn’t know 
we used so much water in one 
day! We loved getting the oppor-
tunity to be able to act  scenarios 
as we learned about the water 
cycle. Everyone found it inter-
esting. Thank 
you so much 
for teaching us 
how to be wa-
ter experts!  

School lunches. School lunches 
are £11.50 per week. Please 
could we ask that all school 
lunch payments be completed 
online? Do remember to include 
your child’s name and class in 
the message box. Thank you. 

Free School Meals. If you are in receipt of 
Child Tax Credit, with no Working Tax Credit 
(income below £16,190), Income Support, 
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance, In-
come Based Employment and Support Al-
lowance, Guaranteed Element of State Pen-
sion Credit or fall under the Immigration 
and Asylum Act 1999 you may be entitled to 
qualify for free school meals. Just call 0191 
561 4655  to request a paper application or 
to apply immediately over the phone. Alter-
natively you can log on to www.gov.uk/apply-

free-school-meals/sunderland to apply online. 

Year 7 secondary school ad-
missions. The online admis-
sions portal for secondary 
schools opened this weekend 
will close on 31 October 2022. 
This is for Year 6 in primary 
schools born between 1 Sep-
tember 2011 and 31 August 
2012, applying for a Year 7 
secondary school place in Sep-
tember 2023. Allocations day 
is 1 March 2023. The Admis-
sions Handbook and full guid-
ance on how to apply can be 
found on Sunderland County 
Councils’website: 
www.sunderland.gov.uk/
schools-admissions-secondary 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 
% 

CLAS
S 

ATTENDANCE 
% 

NURSERY 
MORN 

 94.5 3B 100 

NURSERY 
AFT 

 95.0 3G 96.8  

NURSERY 
FULLTIME 

100 4G 93.0 

RM 92.4  4S  97.8 

RW  93.6 5H  96.2 

1B  96.7 5W 95.0  

1S  98.2 6C  95.3 

2CW  96.7 6H  96.6 

2H  99.0    

https://richardavenue.co.uk/curriculum/
https://richardavenue.co.uk/curriculum/

