Richard Avenue Primary School
February Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers,
A great big thank you to all of you for your co-operation during our recent closure. We are pleased to say the
faulty pumps have now been replaced on the boiler and, hopefully, heating is permanently restored.
Can we also thank you for your continued support during the COVID pandemic following government
guidance on testing, which has ensured that positive cases in school have been kept to a minimum.
Hopefully, this will continue in the second half of the Spring Term. As our COVID cases are now
significantly reduced, we have decided to change some of the school’s daily routines.

Entering School (AM)
Nursery ~ to enter school by the nursery entrance. A one way system will no longer be in use
allowing parents to exit via Ranson Street or Hurstwood Road.
Reception ~ to enter school across the main yard and through the friendship garden. Parents to
leave the children at supervised gates. The gates will be open between 8:40 and 9:00am. Staff will
be waiting to assist the children’s entrance to school.
Year One to Year Six entrance to school ~ we will continue with the staggered start. Gates will open
at 8.40 and children will enter the building through established routes. Parents will continue to
leave the children at supervised gates.

Exit from school (PM)
Gates to be open at 3.20pm
Nursery to dismiss children as normal with no one way system.
Reception will exit via the Friendship Garden and be collected by parents on the yard.
Reception and KS1 to be collected at 3.30pm
KS2 to be collected at 3.35pm
Please note, the established one-way system will no longer be enforced.

SeeSaw
All parents should have now received their personal Seesaw invite in
order to connect to the new parent app we have launched in school. If
you have not done so already, could we please ask that you do this as
soon as possible? This will allow you to receive updates from the
school, and teachers will also be posting photos of the exciting things
that are going on in classes. If you have misplaced your invite, please
contact your child’s class teacher who will be able to print another one
for you. We hope you enjoy engaging with Seesaw so that you can
celebrate your child’s learning at home.
Little Wandle ~ Phonics
We are making some changes to the way in which we teach
phonics and reading. We have recently purchased an exciting new
reading scheme called Little Wandle Letters and Sounds to bring
our reading approaches in line with the new government guidance
about how to teach children to read. Little Wandle Letters and
Sounds is a systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme which
will be taught throughout Reception and Key Stage 1.
This new approach to phonics teaching is aimed to ensure that all
children meet the expected phonic standard by the end of Year One and will be used to continue to support
children within Year 2 who require further support. Our new reading sessions will take place three times per
week with all children, allowing for an increased focus on fluency, prosody and comprehensions skills. We
have brand new books to use with the children in school and then they will be issued with an electronic
version of the book to continue reading at home. The staff are all very excited to begin this new programme
and we hope the children will enjoy it too! Further information will be provided to parents of children who
require access to the electronic books after the half term holiday.
Children’s Mental Health Week
Place2be’s Children’s Mental Health Week was on 7-13th February 2022. Children
throughout the school celebrated the week by completing 2 afternoons of activities
linked to the theme of this year. The theme was ‘Growing Together’. This involved
looking at the way we grow both emotionally and physically and how we develop
strategies to help us manage our emotions. This reinforced our whole school approach
of the 5 Winning Ways to Wellbeing which we follow.

The children enjoyed the activities which ranged from how we grow and develop, who can be our support
with emotions, skills we have built as we grow to help with emotions and also how to offer strategies to
others about managing emotions. The children enjoyed the activities and now have a better understanding
of how important it is to deal with our emotions.

Sports at RAPS
Due to their sporting achievements and positive attitudes in PE last term, 12 children were selected for a
special visit to watch the Sunderland vs Doncaster Rovers football match at the Stadium of Light. Along
with Mr Spoors and Miss Scott, the children had a tour around the stadium, played football in the Beacon of
Light and even got a photo with some players, including Jermain Defoe! Six of the children had the amazing
opportunity to go onto the pitch and wave the flags while the players came onto the pitch to start the game,
in front of 38,000 people. The children had a wonderful match day experience, despite the result, and the
staff at the Stadium praised them for their fantastic behaviour.

A group of Year 4 children went to AAA Sport to learn some
new gymnastics skills. They were able to try out the
trampolines, rings, bars, vaulting horse and the balancing
beams. The children felt nervous trying out the apparatus they
had never experienced before; however, they were determined
to keep trying and they were soon showing off their new skills,
and having lots of fun too.

Year 4’s Visit to National Glass Centre
Year 4 had a fantastic day out at the National Glass Centre and St Peter’s Church this week. This visit was
linked to their art topic on Viewpoints of Sunderland. The children produced some lovely glasswork to
show different aspects of the city. They also had the opportunity to see the fascinating glass blowing
demonstration and find out how glass is made and formed. They all had a great day and behaved really well.

Important Dates






School will re-open, after the half-term holiday, on Monday 28th February 2022.
World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March 2022. Children to come to school non-uniform, dressed
as a book character or dressed as an author.
Friday 18th March 2022 is Red Nose Day.
Friday 8th April 2022 we break up for the Easter holidays at 2:30pm.
On Monday 25th April 2022, we will re-open after the Easter holidays and Miss McKinney, our new
Head Teacher, will be joining our school on a full time basis.

Weather: Just in case we get snow.





We will always endeavour to keep school open. Text messages, website; Sun FM will inform you of
any closures. Many parents have vital roles to play in their workplace, we aim to support you.
Not all entrances may be open. Please keep to the pathways - apologies in advance.
It is an expectation that children will attend school. Don’t worry if you are late. Keep safe.
Please send children into school with spare indoor shoes, warm clothing, and change of trousers - so
they can enjoy the snow and make snowmen during their break time.

News from the Governors
Introducing our Vice Chair of Governors
My name is Val Forster and I am honoured and privileged to be Vice Chair of Governors at Richard
Avenue Primary School. Some parents /carers may know me from working as administrator in the front
office and then as School Business Manager.
I am a proud grandmother to two wonderful boys both under 2 years old. Each day
is different as they get older and their personalities evolve. They have totally
changed both myself and my husband’s life for all the very best of reasons.
I have a variety of hobbies which range from reading to running. I try to complete
a 10k run each year and donate to a different charity each run. Unfortunately, my
running has been put on the back burner for now as I have currently had a hip
replacement and I am convalescing just now, but aim to get back into the full
swing in the very near future.
I have wonderful memories of working in our school: seeing the children each
day, who are all amazing in their individual ways, and working with the staff, who
ensure your children have the very best education. The amount of effort from all
staff to ensure this happens is fantastic, and is clearly seen in the children's smiling
faces.
We have a wonderful school and I can only repeat that I am proud to be part of it.

