
 

The staff and governors at Richard Avenue would like to wish all our families a 

wonderful Christmas holiday and happy New Year. 

 

 News from the Governors  The governing body of Richard Avenue are looking to recruit 

new governors to join us in the Spring of 2022.If you , a family member or work colleague are looking for a 

rewarding opportunity where you can give something back to your local community and local school, please 

contact Craig Hilton ( Chair of Governors) at raps@schools.sunderland.gov.uk or phone 01915007990 for 

further details.  

Whole School Sculpture Project for 2021-22 

As a school we delivered a whole school sculpture project for the children. The 

first session took place on Friday 3rd December. The children learnt to design 

through making and were given simple materials (recycled cardboard) to create 

exciting sculptures. They are also easy to make at home.  

 The children embraced the opportunity to express their 

creativity and made exciting and interesting pieces of 

art. The work was original, unique and explorative. The 

project will run throughout the year for the children, building confidence, skills 

and the ability to discuss and critique their own creations using art vocabulary. 

We are looking forward to the next session. 

The Sports Visits Begin Again! 

 Year 2 attended AAA Sport for a fun-filled 

morning of gymnastics. They took part in a carousel 

of activities including the vault, floor circuit, track 

circuit and some time on the trampolines. The 

children learned new skills and had a fantastic time, 

while being physical and active. 

 A team of boys and a team of girls represented the school at the Y5/6 Sportshall 

Athletics competition at Silksworth. They 

participated in a range of track and field events. 

All the children showed determination and 

teamwork to help Richard Avenue finish 4th place 

in the overall competition, including a 1st place 

finish for the boys team. When the results came 

through, some children also received medals for 

their individual achievements. Well done to 

everyone ! 
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Anti-bullying Week 

On Friday 15th November, we celebrated National Anti-bullying week. This year's theme was 'One Kind 

Word'. We spent the morning recapping lots of important information about Anti-bullying. We also thought 

about how we could spread kindness through the idea of 'One Kind Word' through 

our words and actions. The children came up with lots of fantastic ideas! All children 

got a copy of RAPS Anti-bullying policy to take home too. 

Children in Need 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all children and parents for 

supporting this year’s children in need. It was very successful with the final 

amount raised £919.93! The children had a wonderful day in school dressing up 

in their pyjamas and enjoying cakes and drinks on the afternoon. Each class also 

has a lucky winner of the 

biscuit sweepstake along with 

four children winning a huge 

jar of biscuits each for guess 

the biscuits in the jar! 

     

 

Year 5’s Wild Visit  

This term, the children in Year 5 had a special 

visit from Wild Science as part of their 

science topic of Animal Lifecycles! In this 

workshop, the children were given the 

opportunity to discuss and see animals with a 

wide variety of life cycles. They were also 

given the chance to touch, hold and interact 

with the animals, which turned 

out to be a 

fantastic experience. The children learnt about 

the life of a tarantula, the reproduction of a 

guinea pig and the diet of a cockroach. The 

workshop was very popular and the children 

were able to consolidate understanding and 

knowledge of the science topic lifecycles.   

       

Christmas Video From All at RAPS 

To keep everybody safe in the present circumstances we find 

ourselves in, we would like to share with you our traditional 

Christmas Carol Service online. All the children from Nursery to 

Year 6 have joined together to take part, and the respect that all of 

them have shown to each other has made us feel very proud. As a 

school that celebrates many different cultures, we hope you enjoy 

watching the Christian celebration of Christmas.  



To view our Christmas Carol 

Service, go to the school website 

from Thursday 16th December 

2021. Please find the website at 

https://richardavenue.co.uk/ . 

Scroll to the bottom of the home 

page and look in the ‘latest news’. 

Santa Dash 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we decided to take part in the Santa Dash, which many other children in the country participated in 

on Friday the 10th of December 2021. The aim was to get the children active while having fun. We as a 

school decided to link this with our Foodbank appeal and asked each child to bring one item in to donate to 

the Sunderland Foodbank. It was a great success and the foodbank was over the moon with our contribution. 

The children enjoyed doing the dash wearing their Christmas clothing and Santa hats. This was all while 

Santa pushed his sleigh full of food around the running track! Thank you everybody for all of your 

donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following a successful trial in Year 4, we are looking to launch the new 

Parent App Seesaw early in the new term.  This will allow you to see 

some of the great things going on in class so that you can celebrate this 

at home. The app will also mean that you can easily contact your child’s 

class teacher if you need to and you’ll also be able to receive 

notifications from school with reminders and information.  We hope that 

this will help to improve our communications with parents and allow 

you to be more involved with your child’s learning.  Look out for the 

invites you will be sent in January.   

Weather: Just in case we get snow. 

 We will always endeavour to keep school open. Text messages, website; Sun FM will inform you of 

any closures. Many parents have vital roles to play in their workplace, we aim to support you. 

 Not all entrances may be open. Please keep to the pathways - apologies in advance. 

 It is an expectation that children will attend school. Don’t worry if you are late. Keep safe. 

 Please send children into school with spare indoor shoes, warm clothing, and change of trousers - so 

they can enjoy the snow and make snowmen during their break time. 

https://richardavenue.co.uk/


School Dinners 

Please remember the charge for a school meal will be increasing from £2.20 to £2.30 per day (£11.50 per 

week) from 5th January 2022. The increase will apply to children taking a school meal in Year 3,4,5 & 6 

who are currently not entitled to a free school meal. Children in Reception Year 1 & 2 will continue to 

receive a Government funded Universal Infant free school meal. 

Your child may be entitled to a means tested free school meal, which we would encourage Parents/Carers to 

apply for even if their child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2. Entitlement to a means tested free meal will remain 

with your child until Year 6 even if family circumstances change. In addition to this school will receive 

additional funding directly targeted at your child. If you are a parent in receipt of any of the benefits listed 

below, then your child is likely to be eligible for means tested free school meals. It's quick and simple to 

apply online, please go tohttps://www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/parents-carers/free-school-meals. If you 

are not sure if you are eligible, please contact us on 0191 5611417 or 

freeschoolmeals@togetherforchildren.org.uk and one of the team will try to help you.  

Your child might be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit -  your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get) 

If you require any further information please contact the school office. 

 

A text message will be sent out this week telling families that are entitles to Christmas food vouchers 

when they can collect these from the main office.   

 

Important Dates 

 

 

 

Christmas Day (party clothes!) ~ Thursday 16th December 2021 

Last Day of Term ~ Friday 17th December 2021 

Return to School ~ Wednesday 5th January 2021 

Clubs begin again ~ Thursday 6th January 2021 

 

 

Leaving Times for Friday 17th December 2021 ONLY 

 

Have a lovely holiday, take care and stay safe.  

Nursery 2.40pm Year 1/2 2.20pm Year 5 2.30pm 

Reception 2.30pm Year 3/4 2.25pm Year 6 2.30pm 


